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FULL REPOR T 
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F MX. GRATTAN ſaid it was not his intention 
to ſurpriſe the Houſe ar. the preſent, by intro- 


R 3 
who would examine if they really exiſted or not. 
That ſuch mode of proceeding would meet wich 
the approbation of the Houſe he had no doubt; 
as the Committee, by conſidering the magical 
error in its true form, would fee the neceffity of 
a commutation of tithes; a commutation that 
was he ta propoſe; in the firſt inſtance, without 
B can- 


— 


I 


convincing the Houſe that the peaſantry were 
really diſtreſſed, might bring on an oppoſition 
| thathe would with, if poſſible, to ſee avoided on 
the preſent momentous ſubject. It is, continued 
he, a poſition in politics as well as phyſics, that 
for the purpoſe of removing the complaint it is 
neceſſary for the phyſician to know the nature of 
the diſorder. "Eor this purpoſe there were many 
reſpectable witneffes ready to attend to prove 
their allegations, which he was convinced would 
ſhew the neceſſity of a reformation being made 
in this mode of proviſion for the clergy. He 
faid he declined at preſent ſeparating the queſ- 
tion ; he underſtood that tithes of a particular 
nature, unſanctioneg by law, were levied on the 
poor in the ſouthern parts of the country; he 
lamented their inability to pay them, and re- 
proached, in terms of ardent indignation, that 
fpirit of peculation and rapine that brought down 
miſery and wretchedneſs on ſo uſeful a body of 
men. Tithe of turf had been leyied. by the 
clergy, and paid by the poor; a hearth- money 
tax of two ſhillings a hearth, in lieu of the tithe 
of turf, which was unknown to the laws, had 
been alſo levied ; and where oppoſition was of- 
fered to theſe illegal demands, litigation enſued, 
and often the paſtor, the tithe proctor, and tithe 
farmer, with every miſchief in their train, united 
wo being on the loweſt and moſt uſeful of the com- 


munity, 
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munity, accumulated ruin. Thoſe charges, he 
was well convinced, could be ſufficiently efta- 
bliſhed, with numberleſs others equally grie® 
vous, and which he would reſerve for another 
more favourable — Bas which pur 
poſe he moved, | 


0 | 
* That a Committee be appointed to inquire if there 

is any juſt cauſe of diſcontent in the province of = 
«© Munſter, and alſo to inquire if the late exceſſes © 
& committed in the province of Munſler, and coun- 
«© ties of Kilkenny aud Carlow, were on account of 
cc tithes, or on account of the collection of them; and 
«© alſo what redreſs ſhould be afforded them ; and to 


. 


* 


Lad 


--.. report their opinion thereon.” 


In this Committee, ſaid he, I ſhall ſtate and 
wretched people labour. In this Committee I 
ſhall alſo ſubmit what occurs to me as the proper 
mode of remedy. I do not wiſh in the firſt in- 
ſtance to uſher theſe matters to the Houſe, be- 
cauſe, as I ſaid before, I am unwilling to riſk 
the intereſt of the clergy, the cauſe of the poor, 
and the happineſs of the country, upon my opt- 
nion. Let me then beſeech an inquiry, from 
which much good and no miſchief whatever can 
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1 
With reſpect to the payment of the clergy, 
whoſe incomes I would rather augment than di- 
miniſh, three plans have occurred to me: 


ec To pay the clergy the full amount of what, 
© ona fair average, they have receive for ſeve- 
ral years prior to the diſturbances complained 
* of, which amount ſhould be raiſed by applot- 
ment in the manner of other country charges.” 


The ſecond is, 


« To inſtitute a general modus in lieu of 
« tiche.” 


The third is, FAY 

« A combination of modus of commutation, 
*© by a general ſurvey of every county; a certain 
5 tum to be allowed for every acre under tillage, 


„ and the whole county at large to be che ſecu- 
& rity of the „ 


This I affert to be not only practicable, but 
ealy of accompliſhing, for fimilar ſurveys are 
every year made in almoſt every county in Ire- 
land. Gentlemen muſt obſerve that there is a 
| vaſt difference between a fair inquiry, which is 
the ſole ſubject of my motion, and a poſitive 
agreement, which may bind down Parliament to 

a ſpe- 
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a ſpecific plan. I do not wiſh them to be pledged 
to any ſyſtem, bur firſt to examine whether any 
ſyſtem ar all is neceffary, and then to determine 
upon the nature of it themſelves. Bur if the bu- 
fineſs ſhall be ſuffered to go into a Committee, 
I flatter myſelf ſuch proofs will be adduced, ſuch 
ſubſtantial allegations atteſted upon oath at the 
bar of the Houſe; as will convince them chat 
the voice of complaint has not been raiſed with- 
out juſt, and even more than ſufficient cauſe. 
And theſe proofs ſhall not come from White- 
Boys N or from perſons ſuppoſed favourable to 
their proceedings, but from men of irreproach- 
able characters; men who have been goaded to 
. outrage by tithe-proftors, but who have pa- 
tiently ſubmitted to reiterated impoſition, and 
become the mediators of peace, and the inſtru- 
ments of tranquillity. Thoſe evidences are ready 
to be produced at the bar of your Houſe; and 
when you go into Committee, gentlemen will 
have an opportunity of aſſenting to, or difapprov- 
ing, the propoſed plans of reformation. 


The ArroxxEY GENERAL ſaid, I differ alto- 
gether with the Right Honourable Gentleman as 
to the mode of taking up the ſubject. I cannot 
think it right, that, with the concurrence of this 
Houſe, the idea of redreſs ſhould be fer afloat ; 
thus to heat the imaginations of the people, with- 

our 
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out any poſitive remedy in view toallay them. 1 
will not therefore conſent to the Commuttee of 


Inquiry propoſed by him, for I am fure that a 
more effectual means to increaſe the diſturbances 


that exiſt, and to diſturb the public tranquillity, 
could not be taken. My Right Hon. Friend 
has admitted it to be a matter of ſuch difficulty, 
as to call for the greateſt efforts of the wiſeſt heads 
to determine it with prudence, and yet he wants 
the Houſe to enter inftantly into a Committee, 
in order to aſcertain whether any juft cauſe of diſ- 


content exiſts in the province of Munſter#or in | 


the counties of Kildare or Carlow, on account of 
tithe, or the collection of tithe; and if any, to 


report the ſame, with their opinion thereon. If 
his abilities, confeffedly fo great, have not been 


able to deviſe any plan which he can vouch for, 
and poſitively recommend, I think it would be 
madneſs to agitate the ſubject at all. But if he is 
in poſſeſſion of any ſyſtem, in God's name, let 
him propoſe it. He well knows that the Houſe 
will liſten with partiality to any propoſal coming 
from him. If it ſhall appear to be fuch as I can 
approve, I ſhall certainly ſupport it ; if nor, I 
mult only vote againſt it. 


Lord ErxcsB0R0UGH roſe to ſecond Mr. Grat- 


tan's motion. I cannot, ſaid his Lordſhip, for- 


bear mentioning the oppreſſions and diftreffes 


. r 
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under which the poor in the ſouth of Ireland 
labour. I reſide in that part of the kingdom, 
and therefore cannot be ignorant of them. The 
people who cultivate the poor lands in the 
county of Cork are utterly unable to pay tithe of 
any kind, and yet tithe of every kind is moſt 


_ rigorauſly demanded from them. Many de- 


mands made by the clergy are illegal. I have 
myſelf been cited to an eccleſiaſtical court 


for payment of an illegal demand, and which, 


illegal and exorbitant as it was, I ſhould have 
been obliged to comply with, without ever hav- 
ing joined iſſue, were | a poor man. If a 
Committee is appointed, gentlemen will have 
an :. -- aprons. Strada 
of the buſineſs. 


Mr. Bzxowns, (of the College) faid he felt 


much difficulty in oppoſing the Right Honourable 


Gentleman, whoſe romantic ſucceſs and (ſplendid 
abilities had long inſured his triumph. He could 
not however at preſent ſubmit to his motion, it 
being in his mind replete with an inconſiſtency 
that did not ufually mark his meaſures. The 
honourable member, continued he, has eſtabliſh- 
ed our conſtitutional rights on a ſolid foundation, 


but would he now ſhake it by ſuffering an inno- 


vation on our eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem ? It would, 
ſaid he, be a taſk n difficulty and 


danger 


1 


danger to attempt altering ſo ancient a ſyſtem; 
and the abfurdity of ſuch a meaſure being adopt- 
ed, having no calour of reaſon why it ſhould, 
was ſo evident, that any remark on it would ap- 
pear fuperfluous to the Houſe. Mr. Browne 
next adverted to the compenſation bill which 
had been introduced. This, he truſted, would 
effeQtually anſwer every purpoſe to reſtore order 
and tranquillity in the ſouth. He aſked the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, who authoriſed him to 
flock ? Who had appointed him to regulate their 
property ? I am warranted, continued he, in de- 
claring the clergy have made no ſuch requeſt ; 

and on the part of the people I can fafely ſay the 
tame, as no petitions — Ss 
aſſertions. 


Wes 
curring to the late conteſted election in the county 
of Cork. The conflict between the ruling pow. 
ers in that county incited a ſpirit of oppoſition in 
the lower order of people; this ſpirit was en- 
couraged, becauſe it met no reſiſtance from their 
fuperiors, and it therefore grew into an oppoſition 
againſt the clergy, that is neither warranted by 


law or juſtice. On the part of the clergy he 
could with truth ſay, that they were a body of 
men by no means hoſtile to humanity, as has 


11 J 
permit them, nor their benevolence ſuffer them, 
to cruſh thoſe miſguided people who had refiſt- 
ed the laws, and deprived them of their pro- 
many oppreſſions, was a fact univerſally known, 
yet, he would take upon bim to fay, they wiſh- 
ed for no alteration in a ſyſtem founded on the 
pure baſis of religion; its fimplicity endeared it 
to them, and their reverence for the ancient 
conſtitution made them prefer it to any new re- 
gulation, rather wiſhing to ſuffer thoſe ills they 
have, than fly to others that they know not of. 
He concluded by obſerving that in reſpect to the 

complaint of the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
of a tithe of turf being levied, he was affured if 
any ſuch tithe had been taken by the clergy, it 
was in lieu of ſomething withheld from the paſ- 
tor; and that the laity were no ſufferers by ſuch 
regulation. He therefore could not, confiſ- 
tently with his principles, give his approbation 

to the motion made by the Right Honourable 
Member. | | 


Mr. Grarrax.—Mr. Speaker, I am called 
on by an Honourable Member to ſupport what 
J have alledged reſpecting the oppreſſions ex · 
. by the W ha * 


1 
well I am convinced the matter would come wich 
much more propriety before a Committee, yet, 
25 it is not likely I will have an ppm of | 
introducing it before the Houſe in that ſhape, 


I muſt now requeſt your indulgence, while I 
Jjullaty e, and vindicate my affertions. 


6 
occaſion to trouble the Houſe on the ſubject of 
tithes, and therefore I reſerved myſelf to meet 
the queſtion in Committee. 


Her there ſeems 
to be a determined oppoſition to this meaſure. 
My predicament muſt of courſe be a fingular 
one, as I am cenſured by one Honourable Gen- 
tleman for not producing a plan, and by an- 
other for producing one which has been empha- 
ically declared to threaten injury to the ftate. 


Thus, by the ſame ſpecies of ſophiſtry, I am 
charged with being an arbiter between the clergy 
and their flock without any authority, and of 
courſe a fomenter of commotion, and a pro- 
moter of diſturbance. If it is criminal to with to 
the laity ; if it is fomenting diſturbance to wiſh 
to conciliate all parties, then I have materially 
erred ; x to deny me the opportunity of doing 

this 


1 
this is meritorious, the people of Ireland 
muſt be ſoon convinced to whom they are 


Are not the commotions that difturbed the 
peace of the country too notorious to be denied ? 
Is it not the uſuage of the parliaments of both 
kingdoms, in fimilar caſes, to inveſtigate the 
cauſe, and ftrike at the root of the evil; and not, 
by adopting temporary expedients to remove the 
effects, ſuffer the primary error to exiſt ? If this 
has been the caſe, then, Sir, I tread on firm, oh 
conſtitutional grounds, and will not hefitate to 
ſay, that an inquiry ought to be made, and if it 
ſhould appear that the fubje& is oppreſſed, re- 
dreſs ſhould follow. If you deny this, you deny 
the exiſtence of the conſtirurion. 


Sir, tur ia; as 66; at at your 
bar, reſpectable men, who are enabled and wil- 
ling to prove on their oaths, that the commo' 
nalty in the fouthern counties are monſtrouſly 
aggrieved. Call theſe men to your bar, hu- 
manity demands it, and their oppreſſions require 
it; and if they cannot clearly ſupport their alle- 
gations, it will be to me a ſubject of pleaſure, 
and to the Houſe a matter of triumph. If it ap- 


pres 66 me War wad grievance does exiſt, then 1 
C 2 will 
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will unite in ſupporting a ſyſtem now apparently 


I applaud the modeſt worth of my honourable 
friend ¶ Mr. Brown] whoſe integrity of principles, 
and benevolence of heart, I have long admired ; 
and though I widely differ with him on the pre- 
ſent queſtion, our coincidence of ſentiments on 
others, is a reflection that muſt ever afford me 
_ pleaſure. It is, Sir, painful to me to refle& 
that ſo much oppreſſion exiſts, that this op- 
preſſion falls chiefly on that moſt uſeful body, 
our huſbandmen. To canvince the Houſe that 
oppreſſion and exaction really exiſt, I requeſt 
the attention of the Houſe while I read a few 
extracts from letters and papers now in my hand, 


The charges contained in theſe papers, Sir, are 
of fuch a heinous nature, and exhibit ſuch a 
practifed on the ſouthern peaſantry, as muſt 
raiſe indignation in the breaſt of every man that 
hears them, 


It has been aſſerted on the part of the clergy, 
or rather of their proctors, that though their 
tharges ſometimes carried the feature of extor- 
ton, ſill rhe full tenth was ſeldom taken from 


the 


the ſubſtance of which can be verified on oath. | 


181 
the pariſhioner; and they even dared the op- 
preſſed to ſhew one inſtance where any part of 
the laity's property had been illegally tithed. 
The laſt aſſertion I am warranted to ſay is a 
glaring violation of truth, for I can ſhew, to 
the full ſatisfaction of this Houſe, that turf has 


I have alſo the beſt authority for aſſerting chat 
where men have been refractory, and would not 
ſubmit to what they knew was a groſs impoſition, 


they have been dragged before an ccclefiaſtical 


court; that the decifion of theſe diſgraceful 
the illegal payment of tithe of turf, and not be. 
ing able to accompliſh that payment, wretches 
who had ſcarcely a rag to protect them from the 
inclemency of the elements, were caſt into a 
victims to violated juſtice.—-Sir, it is obvious 
and degrading to the conſtitution, to fee ex- 
tortion aſſume the power of legiſlation, and 
commuting its own exaction by laying a tax of 
two ſhillings on each bearth of poor creatures, 
many of whom had not a turf to burn, or a 
coal to kindle. Is not fuch rapacity contrary to 
juſtice, and repugnant to law ? for the law par- 
_ riculacly exempts creatures of poor condition 
from a hearth tax; which, under the name of 
;  Inoke- 


„ 
ſmoke · money, is ſeized on by the rigorous and 
relemleſs tithe factor. 


E will now aſk the Houle, is it prepared to 
deny theſe charges, or is it prepared to juſtify 
them? E cannot—it will not—l have the opi- 
nion of an upright. and learned lawyer, whoſe 
talents and virtues are an ornament to human 
nature, and who has been lately tranſlated to the 
ſeat of juſtice, to ſay that the parſon, the proctor, 
or tithe farmer, who preſumes to exact a tithe 
of turf, or the tax of ſmoke-money, and the 

eccleſiaſtical judge who acquieſces with them, all | 
act contrary to law, and are deſerving of, and 
able to, exemplary puniſhment. [A cry of hear, 
bear.} A tithe of furze has alſo been claimed and 
obtained, though they were not cut for ſale, but 
ſpent or conſumed on the premiſes; nay, the moſt 
triſling article of the wretched pariſhioner falls a 
ſacrifice tothe impious graſp of avarice and rapa- 
city. I now aſk gentlemen, is it poſſible for ex- 
action to invent a more cruel and fevere tax than 
| theſe I ſubmit for conſideration? Than the firſt 
charge nothing can be more exorbitant, except 
the charge of the proctor, which amounts to 
the enormous ſum of two ſhillings in the pound, 
for collecting his on exaction, a tax that may 
as juftls be levied for the ſupport of the clergy- 
mans domeſtics —Attez this fair and pla in ſtate- 

ment 


E 

ment of facts, can it he ſaid that there has been 
neither oppreſſion or extortion in Munſter? No 
ſurely, fince every thing paid tithe in that pro- 
vince, that paid tithe any where elſe, and pota- 
were tithed no where elle. Thus much for the 
province of Munſter, rm. 
4 


HFlaving W Sir, that the 
ſouthern counties have been particularly ag- 
grieved, I ſhall proceed to ſtate the tithable 
prices charged for the different productions of 
the carth, particularly in thoſe pariſhes recently 
CT” CES WI. 
ing ſtatement : | 


deut from 125. to 208. per acre. 
Potatoes from 8s. to 1985. 
Barley from gs. to 135. 
Oats from 6s. to 10s. 
Meadow from 4s. to 75. 
Flax from 115. to 155. 
Beides, 

Fer @ little garden 196. 


In che county of Cork, the ratages are 


Potatoes 166. per acre. 
Meat 166. ab. 


rr 


Barley 


Excluſive of this general ſtatement, Sir, 1 
ſhall produce other inftances of uncommon ex- 
tortion, where wheat, potatoes, flax, &c. are 
charged by the ſtone; rape alſo, which the 
legiſlature thought it wiſdom to cultivate, has 


— * 


In Uleer, Sir, the farmer pays but ſixpence 


for his flax, be the quantity great or ſmall. 


on an average, but one third of what is charged 


in Munſter; the conſequence of which has been, 
that while livings in other parts of the kingdom 
have improved in honeſt gradation as the coun- 
try improved in wealth, in „ 
. 


Is not this, the. 
a one as fully accounts for the diſcontent of the 
people? for it is not merely that a living has 
grown from ſixty pounds to three hundred 
pounds, but the proctor and tithe-farmer's 
gains, or perhaps the gains of two or.three in- 
termediate {wy of tithe proctors and tithe- 

— 


not eſcaped” the eye of the procker, but has 


1 
farmers, extracted from the peaſant, full twice 
as much as went into the pocket of the parſon. 


In corroboration of further monſtrous extor- 
tion, I ſhall read the depoſition of a reſpecta- 
12 — 


No. I. faces that he was charged I6s. an acre 
tithe for oats. 


No. IV. ſtates that he was obliged to pay 245. 
for two Engliſh acres of wheat, and for bull po- 
tatoes, 175. an acre. | 


No. VI. flates that he was charged 4os. an 
acre for potatoes, which he refuſed to pay ; and 
having been caſt in a ſuit he commenced in con- 
ſequence of this exaction, a decree was obtained 
againſt him, — (5 CEN FEUD 
colts! 


No. XVI. ſhews that deponent paid 155. an 
acre for wheat. 


And No. XVIII. aſſerts that he paid fourteen 
pounds to the clergyman, having been charged at 
for potatoes. Theſe facts, Sir, are ſupported 


by the oath of a creditable gentleman, and 
| there 


D 


1 
there can be no doubt of their authenticity; 
ſuch, I lament to ſay, are the exactions practiſed 
bear the mild name of oppreffion—ſuch are the 


iniquitous extortiohs that call loudly and juſtly 
for reformation. | 


Now I ak, wil gentlemen admut theſe ratages 
to be founded in fact, and ſay that no ſubſtan- 
tial cauſe of grievance exiſts ? I requeſt they will 
not paſs my queſtion in filence. [A pauſe.] If 
they do, 1 ſhall conceive that it is a queſtion 
which they cannot, or are afraid to anſwer. 


Sir, the litigation excited by this degrading 
mode of proviſion for the clergy, is an evil that 
ſhakes the foundation of induftry, that draws 
down on the miſerable peaſant accumulated ruin, 
that ſtems the torrent of juſtice, and is the ſource 
of oppreſſion. I am concerned to find that 
tithes of turf, potatoes, and ſmoke-money, are 
with unpunity levied contrary to law. The 
peaſant who refiſts this cruel violation of juſ- 
tice, and flies for protection to a petty court, 
ſoon, to his deftruftion, diſcovers that which 
ſhould have been his aſylum receives him as a 
devoted victim; that by the colluſion of the 
court, or the imbecility of the judge, he falls 
a facritice to his temerity, and a decree is ob- 

tained 


I 
tained which involves him and his family in 
em rum. 


This ae of calamity, Sir, may appear 
over-charged ; for the honour of human nature 
I wiſh it was; but from the proctor's bills and 
receipts, which I hold in my hand, I am con- 
vinced of the exiſtence of unexampled oppreſ- 
fion : and as to the iniquity and colluſion of 
eccleſiaſtical courts, it is fo flagrant a matter, 
and fo univerſally known and admitted, that 
to dwell on the ſubject any longer for the pur- 
pole of impreſſing the idea, would be a waſte 
of words, and an infult offered to the honour- 


1 ſhalll now advert, Sir, to what has been ad- 
vanced, that the court would afford redreſs to 
the complainants, D 
heavy oppreffions. 


But, Sir, it is well known that the Vicars 
Court is like a Poliſh Diet, diſtinguiſhed for no- 
thing but injuſtice, ignorance and party; the 
Judge is always one of the body, or elſe his 
appointment proceeds from it; and though in 
ſome caſes the flagrant juſtice of the individual 
might controul the partial umpire, yet the 
conſtitution of the court is ſuch, that none 

D 2 but 
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but a partial judge has ever been known to pre- 
ſide there. 


That the eccleſiaſtical court is a moſt expen- 
ſive and grievous judicature, I preſume no man 
of candour will deny. It is well known to the 
Houſe that the coſts and expences of a ſuit in the 
Vicars Court are ſeldom leſs than one pound fix 
_ thillings and eight-pence, though the ſum liti- 
gate dl may not be more than five ſhillings. In 
addition to this grievance, the incompetency of 
a winelſs is of no avail to ſet aſide his evidence; 
the moſt contemptible and ſuſpicious wretch is 
embraced with a holy zeal, and or the merits of 
his teſtimony this upright court, without heſita- 

tion, decrees :—nay, though he were the proc- 
= or ſervant of the party, and his bias and 
corruption were evident, ſtill his evidence is ad- 
miſfible ; notwithſtanding he viewed the crop in 
the infancy of vegetation, or the ground at the 
time was red, when it was impoſfible, with any 
degree of certainty, to anticipate its value, or to 


- aſcertain its produce. And it is well known, 


Sir, chat he frequently gueſſes at the quantum 
of land, produce, and value, without ſurvey, 


weight, or meaſure. 

The uncharitable and exceſſive ratages in the 
ſouth, Su, muſt rouſe the — of the 

Houſe. 
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Houſe. In the year 1786, I can prove from in- 
diſputable evidence, the tithes of many farms 
amounted to the rack rent of the landholder ; 
and I am affured from reputable authority, that 
it is a practice to charge the innocent and unſuſ- 
petting huſbandman for more acres than he real- 
ly poſſeſſes; this is a charge incontrovertible, as 
I have a ſurvey, ſworn to, that not only proves 
this, and the infamous exaction of the proctor, 
but plainly ſhews that, in many inftances, not 
only the tenth, but the fourth is extorted from 
the unprotected peaſant. | 


Surely, Sir, it will not be aſked after what I 
have ſtated, 1s there not a remedy for ſuch egre- 
ready anſwered by what I advanced reſpecting 
the impotency of inferior courts, where the ex- 
pence attending the failure of the pariſhioner's 
ſuit muſt be attended by certain deftruction.--- 
This, Sir, cauſes a fear that operates to the ad- 
vantage of the tithe- proctor, canter, &c. and 
prevents the object of their plunder from ſeek- 
ing redreſs in a ſummary way. I lament, Sir, 
that the clergy are fo very tenacious, that they 
will not ſuffer or give their approbation to any 
alteration in a ſyſtem that has time immemorial 
given riſe to perſecutions and proſecutions in this 
kingdom. The mild ſpirit of the Goſpel does 

| not 
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not ſay, that oppreſſion is of divine right that 
the elemental tithe of fire ſhall roaſt the tithe. 
pig of the parſon, or that it. is juſt to receive 
tithe of a wretched cottier, which amounts al- 
. moſt to the rack rent he pays for his farm. 


Sir, the progreſs of a ſuit in the Triſh ecclefiaſti- 
cal courts, is attended with double the expence of 
a ſuit carried on in the eccleſiaſtical courts of 
England, and is at beſt a penal remnant of bar- 
barity, that requires immediate annihilation. 


I ſhall now, Sir, recur to the enormities prac- 
tiſed inthe levying of tithes, and for the purpoſe 
of convincing the Houſe of the truth of my alle- 
gations, [I ſhall, with permiſſion of the Houſe, 
| read an extract from a letter written to me by a 
gentleman in Caſhel, for whoſe veracity I can 
vouch. 


| [Reada letter which took @ view of the progreſs of 
tithing from the year 1774 to 1783 ; which Ms. 
Grattan, after furniſhing the Houſe with, proceeded in 
The — manner to comment = 


Sir, it appears that in the year 1783, a year 
of famine, for two hundred and fixty-five barrels 
of wheat one pound an acre has been charged, 
according to the average produce of preceding 


years, 


Injurious to its commercial intereſts; a tax o 
grain diffipates the ſpirit of induſtry, by driving 


1 
years, uncommonly productive. The Vicars 
Court in the dioceſe of Caſhel, appears from in- 
conteſtible evidence, to be a moſt iniquitous one. 


| [Copies of decrees taken from the rule book of this court, 


Mr. Grattan now read.] 


Thus, Sir, it plainly appears that the court cal- 
culated the number of barrels, which the acre of 
potatoes, wheat, or oats might produce, either 
on the ſuperficial and partial view of the farm, or 
the moſt extraordinary or partial eſtimate of their 
proctors, valuators and dependants. 


I condemn exceedingly, the uncertainty of 
fach grounds for the deciſion of property; the 


a minute divifion in barrels and ſtones, 1s an inge- 


nious but exceptionable device to accumulate 
exaction on the poor. This mode of proceeding 
15 like an apothecary or taylor's bill—crowded 
with lirle dirty items to ſuell an exorbitant ac- i 

count A laugh.] | 


mts. Fam 
ferve, is peculiar to this country, and extremely 


the peaſant from the plough to leſs valuable pur- 
ſuits ; a bold and robuſt peaſantry is the ſtrength 


of the empire, and the finews of commerce; 


Gf 
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hey houll be cheriſhed by the lepiflurre with 
a parental affection ; I therefore call upon Go- 
vernment to alleviate their wrongs, which it will 
completely do, by regulating that ſyſtem which 
is no leſs a degradation to the clerical character, 
than it is repugnant to the precepts of Chriſti- 
anty. 


Sir, from the decrees L have read, it is obvious, 


market prices for tithes ; whereas in juſtice, in 


equity, and in law, field prices can only be de- 


manded ; to infift on market price is a monſtrous 
exaction, it is claiming a tithe of labour, as well 
as of property, as no allowances are made for 


for the trouble or labour of the peaſant. 


From the decrees I have read, Sir, it appears 


chat in the year 1774, which was a year of ſcar- 
city, that for 


18 49 barrels had been ex- 


130 barrels of oats were charged proportion- 
ably. 


| 4256 ſtones of potatoes Were charged 43 


ſtones for tithe. 


digging and drawing, nor no recompenſe given 


CP 
Hay had been charged 10s. a ton. 


47 acres of wheat charged 11. 25. 9d. an acre; 
and meadow was charged 125. an acre. | 


Thus it is plainly proved, by theſe decrees, 
that the ratages are exorbitant ; but even theſe 
extortions will appear trivial, when compared to 
the rapaciouſneſs of 1783, which was a year of 
famine! During this year potatoes had been rated, 


according to the decree, one guinea an acre—an 


equitable famine price !—flax above one guinea 
an acre, another equitable famine price !—hay 


105. a ton, a very equitable famine price!—to 


TT CE 
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I have alledged; there is no man can, I am con- 
vinced : ſorry then am I to find, that the pover- 
ty and accumulated wrongs of the poor of this 
country are only equal to the rapine and pecu- 


lation of their mercileſs plunders:s. 


From this ſtatement, nothing is more obvious 


forth a plenty produce, and thereto annexed a 


famine price, availing themſelves of famine, 
deb was nas ad . os 
making plenty itſelf the ſcourge of the farmer. 

| E That 


t 2 1 
from the decrees in caſes of poor people, who, to 
a good Chriſtian, ſhould have been objects of 
ſuccour in a year of ſcarcity, and not the devoted 
objects of extortion and exaction. 


them, are extremely prejudicial to the poor, and 
deſtructive to huſbandry. Surely, it 15 very 
unpolitic to load with a tithable tax the rudi- 
ments of our manufactures. The regulation of 
tithing ſhould ever keep in conſideration the in- 
tereſt of the manufacturer; I am affured, from 
the beſt authority, that 145. an acre have been 
paid for an acre of flax, and 161. have been 
exacted as tithe for four acres of rape; the firſt 


elements of our manufactures ſhould be tithe-free, 
and though flax is our ſtaple, yet it pays a greater 
tithe in this kingdom than in Great Britain, as 
there the tithe of flax and hemp does not exceed 
55. the acre. 


Sir, = as hs, and the 2» Os. 
naught, tithe of turf and potatoes are unknown; 
to ſmoke-· money the peaſant is equally a ſtranger; - 
which demonſtrates, that the exactions practiſed 
on the ſouthern poor, are much more enormous 
than thoſe experienced by the northern huſband- 
men. . 


In 
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In Kildare the ratage of 
Wheat is, per acre, 64. 
Meadowing, do. 33. 6d. 


In the county of Dublin the ratage is about, 


for 


Wheat, per acre, 6s. 
Oats, Barley, Meadowing, and all other arti- 
cles ſubjefi to tithes, are in the ſame propor- 


In the King's County the ratages upon 
I beat, Barley, and all other titbable articles, are 
equally reaſonable. 


In Connaught the ratage is, for 
Wheat, per acre, about 6s. 
Potatoes, nothing. 


And upon the whole there is no demand what 
ever made of proctorage - fees for trouble in the 
collection of tithe. 


In the county of Antrim no tithe is demanded 
for potatoes; all the other nthe-rates are equally 
reaſonable with thoſe I have before ſtated. 


In many other counties which I could men- 
tion, but the detail of which would be rather 
E 2 tedious, 
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tedious, no demand is made of tithe for potatoes, 
and ſome few are exempted from tithe of flax. 


I now, Sir, call upon the gentlemen of the 
law, and afk them if they can produce legal au- 
thority in ſupport of the extortions I have ſtated. 
If they cannot, I call on them to aſſiſt me in 
framing a bill that will remove theſe enormines, 
and give comfort to the peaſant, and an honour- 


Sir, in reſpet to potatoes, the tithe ought in 


condition of the peaſant ; and the perſon who 
values them ſhould ever have under confideration 
the low price of labour in this country, The 
teverſe is the fact: in the province of Munſter 
price of labour is ſo low chat it ſcarcely affords 
the means of ſuſtenance to the wretched peaſant 
6— 


When a miniſter of the Goſpel viſits a pariſh- 
ioner fo circumſtanced, and claims twelve or 
fifteen, or ſometimes twenty ſhillings, for an 
acre of tillage; Re demands a cniLD's SHARE ; 
he extracts alms from a beggar, he adds famine 
to poverty, he infringes the holy Goſpel, he 


1 

grinds the face & the poor, and ſacriſices that 
humanity and benevolence, which ſhould diftin- 
guiſh the clerical character, to the mammon of 
unrighteouſneſs. When fuch a man produces 
the proctor's valuation, the peaſant might pro- 
duce the Goſpel, and in point of divinity, though 
not of law, the peaſant would have the advan- 
tage of the parſon. The peaſant would ftate the 
paſtor's ſpiritxal profeſſion againſt his reverence's 
religion, which triumphs over every other divi- 
ſion of Chriſtianity, by the excels of piety and 
contempt of riches. 


Sir, I cannot avoid combating the prevalent 
opinion, that gentlemen ſhould ſupport the 
clergy in upholding a ſyſtem, that has neither 
equity or juſtice to recommend it ; this indeed 
would be a criminal partiality. - 


Is it becauſe the burden is removed from the 
ſhoulders of the rich to thoſe of the poor? Is it 
becauſe the eſtated gentry ſend from their parks, 
ominous tithe - proctor to levy contributions on 
the potatoe garden of the cottager ? Is it under 
ſuch narrow and confined conſiderations you 
mock the complaints of the peaſantry, and re- 
fuſe your aid to remove their oppreſſion ? No, 

furely > 
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this would be a groſs libel on the gene- 
— 


Befides accumulated diſtreſſes tithes bring 
8 1 do inſiſt that no 
on the miſt 


which 3 —— — its _— 
ich more — I 2 
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* and what one ſuffers by exaction 
manufactures, 
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erſecution, the objects dit 

_ 2 and piety of many w 
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venues, and eaſe the oppreffions of the wretched 


Sir, how diſgraceful muſt it appear to ſee the 
face of the ſouthern provinces covered with an 
extenſive army, ſent for to fight the battles of 
the clergy and their proctors? How dreadful, 
led to action by a barbarian or a bigot! No, 
the rays of benevolence and humanity guided 
the footſteps of their commander, and he accom- 
pliſhed, by temperance and an amiable conciha- 
his march, and now ſhews the gratitude of thoſe 
creatures whom he diſdained to ſlaughter. 


On the part of the clergy it has been mention- 
ed, that a combination exiſted among the pariſh- 
joners, which prevented the clergyman from 
drawing home his tithes. To ſhew this charge 
is unfounded, I requeſt the attention of the 
Houſe, while I read a letter from a reputable 
gentleman, on whoſe veracity I can depend. It 
is directed to the clergyman of his dioceſe, and 
is conceived in theſe terms :— 


«© Sun, 
I deem it highly proper to give you early 
«* notice of my intention of laying out your tithe. 
cc I re- 
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*I requeſt, if convenient, you will be ſo good 
« as to ſend and have it drawn away. If, how- 
<« ever, it will be attended with any inconveni- 


% ence, I ſhall, if agreeable, draw it with my 
« own ſervants and horſes.” 


Friendly and candid as this is, it has been re- 
fuſed. I muſt think that the clergy loſe conſi- 
derably by their obſtinacy in this reſpect. Thus 
the old and only remedy the pariſhioner had, 
having been withſtood by the law of the land, 
the neceſſity of a new one—a firm regulation 
which will obviate all occafion for either, muſt 
be apparent to every man of common ſenſe 
of common diſcretion. 


In the county of Kerry, Sir, I am well in- 
formed that mercileſs rapine and remorſeleſs pe- 
culation are every where to be found; the whole 
body of the people of that county are againſt 
proctors and tithe-farmers; therefore the voice of 
juſtice and the grievances of the people call loud- 
ly for an act of commutation. Tithes are the 
body and foul of exaction and uſury, that defy 
W eee 
the uſes of a cruel law. 


8 after having made theſe ſtatements, I 
ſhall obſerve, that though there is no circumſtance 
___ adequate 
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— or 16 At Eta, there 
is no one object ſo likely to excite commotion as 
a ſcarcity of the neceſſarĩes of life; nothing can 
tend fo much to cauſe that ſcarcity as the exorbi- 
tance of tithe demands. If, therefore, you wiſh 
| the peace and tranquillity of the kingdom, you 
will take neceffary meaſures to prevent that ex- 
orbitance, the firſt ſtep to which purpoſe is the 
appointment of a Committee of Inquiry on the 
alledged grievances. Let each province of the 
kingdom be placed on a level; at preſent no 
equality exiſts ; for while the inhabitants of the 
north, unannoyed by any religious exaction, 
proceed cheerfully on their manufactures, and 
various purſuits of proſperous induſtry, the uſe- 
ful peaſant in the ſouth, who follows the plough, 
anticipates, that the ſeed he ſows will only ripen 
to be plucked by the hand of a relentleſs mon- 
ſter, and that he muſt remain bereft of the 
means of comfortable ſubſiſtence. 


Theſe are weighty grievances, ad of them- 
ſelves ſhould indicate the neceſſity of ſpeedy re · 
appear from the fix allegations which I hold in 
my hand, and which evidence are ready to atteſt 
on oath at the bar of your Houſe. 


F ALLE. 


I. That in certain pariſhes in the ſouth, tithe bat 
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ALLEGATIONS. 


been demanded and paid for articles not tithable by 
law or cuflom ; and this they were ready to verify on 
oath at the bar of the Houſe of Commons. 


II. That the tithe reflory in certain pariſhes in the 
fouth, do aſk, extort, and receive from the poor pu- 
riſbioner, one or tro ſhillings in the pound under the 
deſeription of rectorage, a demand oppreſſive and ille- 
gal; and this they are ready to verify on oath at the 
blur of the Houſe of Commons. 


III. That in certain pariſhes in the ſouth, demands 
for tithe had been exceſſtve, and have not obſerved 
any equity in favour of the huſbaudman, the poor, or 
the manufacturer; and this they are ready to verify 
on oath at the ber of the Houſe of Commons. 


IV. That in certain pariſhes in the ſouth the ra- 
tages for tithe have of late years greatly and rapidly 
increaſed, injomuch that certain livings in the courſe 
of a few years have increaſed three, four, or five fold ; 
and this they are ready to verify on oath at the bar of 


V. That in certain pariſhes in the ſouth, the pa- 
riſbidners have duly and legally ſet out their tithe, and 
given due notice, but that uo perſon has attended on 

the 


5 
the part of the proflor or miniffter, under the expeAg« 
tion, they ſuppoſe, of getting ſome other mode of re- 
covery, tending to deprive the puriſb of its legal right 
of ſetting out the tithe; and this they are ready to 
verify on oath at the bar of the Houſe of Commons. 


VI. That the tithe-furmers in certain pariſhes of 
the ſouth have oppreſſed, and do oppreſs his Majeſty's 
ſabjects, by various ways of extortion, aſſuming to 
themſetves, arbitrarily and cruelly, powers which the 
law do not give; and by making a barbarous uſe of 
ſuch poters as the law has put into their hands; and 
this = are _ to verify on oath at the bar o the 


By ſuffering the buſineſs to go into Committee, 
and after examining facts, we ſhall, 1 am con- 
vinced, be able to aſcertain the grievance com- 
plained of, and to diſcover a fuitable remedy. 
Let us not be diffuaded by the averſion of the 
clergy from altering a ſyſtem, which, impelling 
the lower claſſes to deſpair, ſubjects them to ſan- 
guinary puniſhment, and diminiſhes the revenue 
of the clergy themſelves. The dzmon of un- 
righteouſneſs ſeems to have inſpired the Iriſn 
eccleſiaſtics with an unholy zeal ; and they op- 
poſe with fury the reformation of a ſyſtem, which 
they cannot even ſupport by apoſtolic authority ! 
The church of Ireland is degraded into a {chool | 
F 2 of 
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of cor tention and animoſity ; that harmony 


which ſhould ſubſiſt between the creatures of the 
Omnipotent is bamiſhed from his temple, and is 


5+ ag 
themſelves his enemies ! 


zac dota ſketch of a plan before the 
Houſe, which, if adopted, will remove every 
difficulty, 2 
and laity. 


1 would give the ſtandand of grain, for the 


value of money; I would let the officer who 
ſtrikes the average of grain for the county, ſtrike 


it for ſeven years, for which ſpace of time, this 
average ſhould be a rule for regulation of tithes, 


to be a ſolemn compact between the clergy and 


laity; a fimilar eſtimate to be made at the expi- 
ration of the next ſeven years; thus to proceed 
in regular gradation, by which an effectual cau- 
tion will be eſtabliſhed againſt injury to the cler- 
gy, from a decreaſe in the value of ſpecie. I 
think the mode of levying a tax of this nature for 
the ſupport of the clergy ſhould be by applot- 
ment, for that is a plan the common people are 
beſt acquainted with in raiſing public money, 
upon which, in my experience, I have never 
heard of diſcontent or murmuring. 


By 
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ſerved benefices, poſſeſſed by non-reſident eccle- 
fraltics, a fund will accrue for augmenting the 


ſalaries of the inferior clergy ; men who have 


long toiled in the vineyard, a moſt worthy and 
meritorious body ! It is not meet that a miniſter 
of the Goſpel, who deſerts or deſpiſes the duties 


of his function, ſhould monopolize the ſums al- 


loted as a recompenſe for ſpiritual ſervices which 
he never performs.—lt is not proper to leave the 


reſident paſtor to pine in obſcurity and want.— 


In a confiderable traft of the county, which com- 
prehends a large ſcope of ground, I can vouch, 
from my own knowledge, that there is but one 
reſident clergyman for the cure of many thouſand 
ſouls who dwelleth in it ! and the falary of this 


eccleſiaſtic is no more than thirty pounds a year! 
Surely ſuch laborious prieſts ſhould be allowed 


ro participate of the unearned wealth of their 
idle brethren. But if the legiſlature ſhall not 
think that proper, the reduction may be ex- 
„ eee 


expedient. 


Conſonant to this plan, I would totally exempt 
from all tithe · rates the food and fuel of the poor 
cottager—poetatoes and turf in all parts of the 
as would prevent the growth of ſuch articles as 


are 


191 
are effential to manufactures from being retarded 
either by a total abolition of tithe on them, or by 
ſubſtituting a very light commutation. But I 
would make compenſation to the clergy for the 
vote of agiſtment.—I would have all the gra- 


zing grounds which are now exempt, contribute 
an acreable allowance. This would evidently 


| befriend agriculture, and by being collected in 
the manner of a pariſh ceſs, would obviate all 
the trouble attendant on tithe at preſent, ſuch as 
viewing, canting, and ſetting.— This plan, I 
pledge myſelf, would produce a ſyſtem of equa- 
lity as yet unknown. The rates under it when 
_ in eſtimation would be, 


Wheat, per acre, 58. 6. 

Barks, do. 25. 6d. 

Potatoes, where cultivated : in any quantity, 
Gd. an acre. 

Aud all other ratages would be equally rea- 
fonable. 


| The dvine right of tühes has been ever ſet up 


by the clergy in oppoſition to the ſacrilegious ef- 
forts of the laity to aboliſh, them. To anticipate 
this argument is no great proof of penetration ; 
to refute it, requires no great degree of logic. 
If we give ourſelves time to trace the origin of 
tithes, we ſhall have no great cauſe to exult in 

out 
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prieſt, and the laity ſubſcribed cheerfully to his 


— their prieſts were ſenſualiſts and extor- 


tithes, elſe they would deſpiſe oppoſing it to the 
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our inutation.—In the early days of darkneſs and 
bigotry, an ignorant people were not averſe to 
ſuſtain the hixuries of the church—Bigotry and 
a blind enthuſiaſm favoured the wiſhes of the 


R firſt riſe 
o tithing ; the people were bigots and barba- 


tioners—The ſituation of the world was fuch in 
the antediluvian æra, and the ſcarcity of money 
was ſo prevalent, that tithes were naturally 


fixed upon as the moſt eligible proviſion for the 


clergy. 


The Jews, Sir, as having favoured the cuſtom 
of tithing, ſeem to have laid down ſuch a maxim 
for the conduct of Chriſtians, as Chriſtians fear 
to violate. When I hearof the ſtubborn argu- 
ments uſed by the eccleſiaſtics of the church of 


Ireland, in favour of divine right, it incites my 
' indignation. —The clergy who make uſe of ſuch 


an argument are unacquainted with the ſubject of 


oppoſition of the laity ; for the firſt mention we 


find of tithes in holy writ, is of Abraham, who 


redeemed his kinſman Lot with his fubſtance— 
Pagans improved on the ſyſtem of Jews, and the 
Chriſtians of the preſent æra improve upon both; 
forry am I to ſee the example of Jews and ido- 

95 lators 
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lators held fo ſacred among Chriſtians. Tithes 
were founded in the days of darkneſs, and they 
are continued at the preſent enlightened period, 
through wickedneſs and perverſeneſs ——This 
Houſe is not a ſynagogue of Jews; why, there- 
fore, ſotenaciouſly adhere to Jewiſh cuſtoms, ex- 
cept there is ſomething rational to recommend 
the cuſtom or uſage ?—As well may you contend 
for a revival of their prepoſterous cuſtoms, their 
purifactions and their circumciſions, as to argue 
and infer, that becauſe tithe was their modes 
of payment it ſhould be adopted and continued 
by us. ; 


When the groſs idolatries and the vile abomi- 
continued, or is there an inſtance of their being 
demanded ?—Were tithes demanded under the 
Chriftian doctrine, or under the diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel? Did the primitive miniſters of Chriſ- 
tianity demand tithes? Or is there any proof 
that they depended on tithes for their ſupport ? 
If they did not, I ſay, the claims of the clergy 
for tithes are unchriſtian-like ; it is an avaricious 
demand, united with avarice and extortion, 
which not only deprives it of all force and validi- 
ty, but renders oppoſition to it by no means cri- 
minal. 


Are 
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Are not the words of the great Redeemer ot 
mankind repugnant to the exactions of the cler · 
gy of this day? What does he fay ? 


* Beware of covetouſneſs.”—* Lay not up 
for yourſelves treaſures on earth.” 


When the Meffiab, with his Apoſtles, enter- 
ed into the dwelling of the Gentiles, he ſaid 
_ © Peace be to this houſe.” Not tithes. 


Does this ſeem to ſanction a demand of the 
foils produce? | 


The Council of Conftance, I admit, may be 
adduced againft our interference in the ſyſtem of 
tithes. The Council of Lateran, and Council 
of Nantz, denounced vengeance, and thunder- 
ed their anathemas againſt all thoſe who refuſed 
to pay tithe. The ſentiments of St. Auguſtine 
and St. Jerome were coincident with theſe ; as 
was alſo Juno's, who gave Priapus, the genius 
of war, all the tithes of ſpoils that Mars gained 
in battle, for learning bim to dance! Eudemus men- 
tions a kind of beaſt in Africa, that ſeems tho- 
roughly acquainted with the doctrine of tithes; 
theſe animals always eat ten parts of their prey, 
leaving the eleventh as a kind of firſt fruit. One 
anc 
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kae was a prophecy of the nee of 
our modern elergy. 


As to Augaliine, Sir, he was a good and a 
religious man: To prevent ſenſuality and feaſt- 
ing, he claimed a tithe of the perſons who dined 
within his holy diftrit : His demand being com- 
of other ghoſtly Fathers, ſpent in perſonal appro- 
priations and revelry, a tax that was levied under 

the ſpecious pretext of curbing immorality and 


The old Fathers, Sir, ſometimes afferted their 


holy claims with temperance, and oftentimes 


with avidity, equal to the pious claimants of the 
preſent period. They difdained, like an India 
or South Sea Company, to demand them under 
the right of charter ; their reſources or regula- 
tions of proviſion being unſettled, they made 
them ever ſubſervient to their luxury. The bi- 
gotry of the people was ſuch that it prevented 
all reſiſtance; which indeed was needleſs, for 
in caſe they did, a whole army of ſaints would fly 
ro the attack, „ 

cred treaſure. 
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till about the fourth century, and what gave riſe 
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to them at that time, will be no great matter of 
triumph to the clergy. The pious King of Mer- 
cia perpetrated a barbarous murder, and to expi- 
ate the horrid crime, -and fave the fouls of his 
mother, his grandmother, and anceſtors, he not 
only cauſed tithes to be rigorouſly exacted from 
his ſubjects, but paid. them himſelf. A laudable 
inſtance that a ſyſtem founded on fo righteous 
a meaſure ſhould not ſuffer by innovation! 1 
ſhould mention that the paying of tithes after their 
eſtabliſhment in England, was for near a century 
pecuhar to the kingdom of Mercia, but was about 
the year 1400 introduced throughout England by 


To demonſtrate that tithes have been ever 
ſubje& to innovation, you have only to recur to 
an act made in the fifth of Henry IV. Where 
a bill paſſed the Commons againſt the Exac- 
«© 710Ns of tithe of quarries and tithe of lates.” 


In the 31ſt Henry VIII. chap. 1 3. it was enact- 
ed that the King and his patentees ſhould hold 
5 their poſſeſſion of the diffolved monaſtries dif- 
C charged and acquitted of payment of tithes, as 
e freely and in as large and ample a manner as 
a e 
their diffolution.” 
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Sir, the inftances of innovations are numberleſs, 
and are as glaring as the exactions practiſed in le- 
vying of tithes are notorious. It may be a mat- 
ter not unworthy the attention of the Houſe, to 
- calculate all the certain and incidental expences 
df cultivation ; it amounts at leaſt to a demand of 
one ſixth, beyond diſpute. But when the one 
tenth is demanded, if you calculate juſtly, you 
will find that with the labour, and all the certain 
and incidental expences of culivation, it amounts 
at leaft to a demand of one fxth, that that is, one 
« fixth of the whole produce of the kingdom would 
<< fall to the ſhare of eight or nine hundred indi- 
* duals—wbile, for the remaining two millions nine 

_ *© hundred and above ninety-nine thouſand inhabitants, 
 < would only be left to divide amongſt them, the re- 
„ maining five parts,” —a grievance ſo monſtrous 
as prima facie to ſpeak for itſelf —But it will be 
oOdjected that the demand of the full tenth is not 
made: for that very reaſon a regulation is neceſ- 
ſary. Are the clergy ſo diſtinguiſhed for meek- 
neſs, moderation, and a contempt of the goods 
of this world, that you can with ſafety or pru- 
dence ſuffer the proſperity of the ſubject to hinge 
upon their forbearance? What ! will you ſuf- 
fer the proſperity of the ſubject to hinge upon the 
forbearance of the clergy, when the intereſt of 
the clergy is at ſtake, and when their intereſt is 
incompatible with the ſubject's proſperity ? 


_ 


(a7) 
Surely this is contrary to all proportion; a 
the neceflity of ſpeedy regulation. 


1 applaud that meekneſs and piety of the pre- 
ſent race of clergymen, whoſe good works we 
are told entitle them to a diviſion of the whole 
kingdom every fixth year; let no man then 
condele with an impious laity, though they 
ſuffer every extortion and oppreſſion to inſure 


While I am ſpeaking upon this ſubject, 1 
would not have it underſtood that I am ignorant 
of the latent cauſe which obſtructs an amicable 
adjuſtment of the tithe - buſineſs. It is the ar- 
rogant idea that the profane laity ſhould not 
meddle with the facred things of the church! 
It is from the impious opinion that the wealth 
of the church ſhould be unbounded ; as if Chriſt 
could not walk over the land without being ac- 
companied by Mammon ! It is from that pre- 
ſumptuous waywardneſs which will neither 
hearken to the cries of diſtreſs or the dictates of 
reaſon !—Ir is from the over-caution of digni- 
fied luxury! from a tenaciouſneſs of relinquiſh- 
ing, even for a moment, that graſp of thoſe 
revenues, which are at preſent firmly held ; re- 
1 venues 
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venues that bloat the dignitary in proportion as 
mg ger; ot ay: wr 


to a 1 
which impels the clergy on the mention of 
© commutation,” to attempt moving heaven, 
earth, and ocean, in their behalf—to invoke 
Jove to ſhake Olympus with his thunderbolts 
— Neptune to take the deep with his trident— 
while Plutus, their — god, protects their 
coffers! 


An idea has gone abroad, that it is the duty of 
gentlemen, at all events, to protect the clergy in 
their preſent ſyſtem. This is an aſperſion of their 
. own character, becauſe they are intereſted in 
ſo doing. It is right to ſupport the clergy ho- 
nourably ; it ſhould be the firſt object of 
every man. | hear ! hear! hear!) I fay fo, be- 
cane I think the ſupport of Chriſtianity the firſt 
duty. | 


What Luther did for us, philoſophy has done 
for the Roman Catholics : Elizabeth and Luther 
dared a reformation in the church, and who will 
be bold eneugh to fay we are — 
* 


In 
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In the name of humanity, I call on you to 
hearken to the voice of millions ; for the honour 
of the eccleſiaſtical character, give the clergy an 


opportunity of refuting thoſe heavy charges made 
againſt them. 


* Hic lege, in trutind ponetur eadem, 
Tu quid & populus mecum degiderat. 


Though the clergy revolt at the idea of com--- 
mutation, they can give no reaſon for their per- 
verſeneſs; perhaps they think that the Iriſh 
peaſant, like the aſs, becomes more uſeful and 
active in his labours, by adding to the weight 
of his burden. Benevolent confideration ! 


The proctors, you are convinced, are not only 
collectors of tithes, but gatherers of taxes. — 
They are appointed by the parſon, as a ſhep- 
| herd appoints his dog, to watch over the flock ; 
but like barbarous wolves, they unmercifully 
devour the flock, and deceive the paſtor! Their: 


otfice of tax-gatherer is procured by the courtly 
intereſt of their employers ; and fo faithful are 


* The Reporter, by a recurrence to his notes, diſcovers 
that Mr. Grattan did not make uſe of the Latin quotation 
% Nemo compelletor, ſed fc placeat, as erroneouſly ſtated in 
the Morning Poſt, which has been fince inſerted in a sPUnL- 
ous publication of Mr. Grattan's ſpeech. 


they 
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they t6 the intereſt of their paſtors, that they 
often remit the tax and levy the tithe. Thus 
the clergy and tithe-proftors have ſet up a little 
commutation of their own, which they enjoy in 
privacy and peace, though they are hoſtile to 
the idea of the legiſlature adopting one, and in- 
voke all rhe ſaints to arms, on bare mention of 
the word amongſt the repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple! For fuch taxes as are not paid, the proctor 
gets the note of the peaſant ; theſe notes are 
known in that part of the kingdom by the ap- 
pellation of Kerry Bonds; and by that means, 
terrifying him with the picture of a priſon, he 


gets him ſoul and body into his poſſeſſion! Op- 


prefling not only the ſubjeft, but defrauding the 


revenue ! 


1 implore the Houſe not to credit every idle 
tale that rumour has ſent abroad, relative to the 


people of the ſouth. The impediments ſaid to be 
offered to the collection of tithe, are rarely found- 


ed in fact. In many inſtances they have not only 
offered no oppoſition, but have voluntarily pro- 
poſed to draw them with their own cars and their 
own cattle, and this too, free of all gratuity.— 
Lou ſhould rather liſten to the wailings of men, 
born in flavery, and educated in captivity ! The 
oppreflion of tithe-farmers, and tithe-canters, has 
long ſince bent their necks to the yoke of obedi- 
| ence, 
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ence, and they frequemly ſubmit to the melt 
cruel uſages of the law, to miſery and famine, 
„ aa 
oppreſſors. 


has been inhumanly compelled to pay ten per 
cent. for the privilege of paying full tenths to 
the parſon ! I have beſides, the ſchedules of the 
proctor's demands, and which I will op oſe to 
the idea of an undervaluation. Theſe ſchedules 
run thus——< ſo much for barley—ſo much 
for oats—ſo much for wheat—ſo much for po- 
tatoes.” Now they are all high ratages and 
in addition to the parſon's exorbitance is the 
proftor's demand of 25. in the pound for his 
trouble, a NN 
of (, tan the predhgous reward of ene- 
tenth of the whole ſum. 


I do not condemn the proctor for making the 
moſt of his trade, which is exaction, but I con- 
demn the laws for leaving the diviſion of pro- 
perty to the diſcretion of a wretch who only 
follows his nature, when he exciſes upon the 
moſt wretched, and the moſt helpleſs part of the 
community. I know it has been aſſerted that 
2 
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** I have 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon for ſuppoſing that the aſſer- 
tion will be controverted to the full ſatisfaction 
of every member in the Houſe. 


Nor do the effects of the bounty which I fo 
much applaud, ever reach the claſſes of men of 
whom I now ſpeak. It is of eſſential ſervice 
tothe opulent landlord, but not to the induſtrious 
tenant. The hapleſs people of the ſouth are 
_ huſbandmen from neceſſity not choice. They 
have no other means of exiſtence. They are 
obliged, in many places, to clamber mountains, 
rocks, and precipices, to ſnatch from ſterility a 
little ſpot of ground, and oppoſe indefatigable 


induſtry to the natural ſtubbornneſs of the ſoil; 


and they are compelled to wade to cultivation 
through bogs and moraſſes; labouring thus to 
reclaim watery ſpaces and diſmal voids ; labour- 
ing thus to add to the productive grounds of the 


kingdom. And for all their exertion, what is 


their reward? none—but on the contrary, while 
it diſtinguiſhes them as the moſt uſeful members 
of ſociety, it ſubjects them to the predatory graſp 
| of avaricious proctors, and unfeeling tithe-far- 
mers. In England theſe lands would for ſeven 
years be exempt from taxes of any deſcription, 
under the ſanction of the laws. In Ireland they 
are not only obliged to contribute their propor- 


yon 
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tion of taxes, but tithe of every denomination 
is moſt rigorouſly demanded from them. The 


wretched mountaineers who cultivate them are 


obliged for ſome crops to pay thirty ſhillings an 
acre tithe ; for wheat, where raiſed, fourteen ſhil- 


lings an acre ; oats, potatoes, and indeed every 


other article are rated upon a fimilar ſcale of 


cruelty and rapine. But this payment of tithe is 


not all. Theſe mountaineers are obliged to ſub- 


nut to a poll-tax, to the charge of ſmoke-money, 
to ſeveral other eccleſiaſtical impoſitions : fuch as 


fees for oblations, fees for religious ceremonies, 


and a thouſand other fantaſtical charges, ground- 


unabating ſeverity. All theſe charges I under- 
ſtand will be proved upon oath at the bar of 


your Houſe. Nay more : The ratages of tithe 
have riſen in theſe identical places in a gradation 
of two, three, and four fold. And this too, I un- 
derſtand, will be verified on oath at the bar of 

your Houſe. 


Where can the tenantry of Ireland look for 


protection if you deny them aſſiſtance? They 


are the pillars of the ſtate, and if not humanity, 
good policy ought at leaſt to guide you to cheriſh 
them. You complain they are intractable; there 
is no animal fo fierce but can betamed, fave the 
tyger ; yet he is in ſome meaſure to be ſubdped. 
If you wiſh to conciliate him, feed him well. 
H 2 Try 
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Try the experiment, I entreat you, with the in- 


habitants of the ſouth, which you can eaſily do, 
by relieving them from the heavy exactions un- 


I know it will be faid, if you eaſe them of their | 


der to another ; that rents will immediately riſe. 
1 deny it. I fay it is an odious, an infamous 
Ybel on the gentry of the nation. I ſay jt is a 
ſcandalous imputation on both houſes of Parlia- 
ment, who are all poſſeſſed of lands, to fuppoſe 
that they would avail themſelves of their own 
a; to ſuppoſe that they would take a baſe ad- 
denne of the clemency of the legiſlature, and 
readed for the ſuſtenance of the peaſuncry. | 


U ns ces is. 
terfere in the buſineſs, becauſe tithes are private 
property. I ſay they are public property to de- 
fray a public expence, which is the maintenance 

of the clergy. Beſides, there is this difference to 
de obſeryed: the law gives no man a private 
property, it only protects him in the poſſeſſion of 
it. Now the law gives the clergy their ſupport, 
and giving it, can affuredly regulate that pro- 
perty, I glory in the power; nay, in the omni- 
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0 ſilent apathy, a ſyſtem of oppreſſion 
which does no honour to the legiſlative charac- 


L 5s J 


potence of Parliament in this reſpect; and I 
hope it will be exerciſed in this inftance to ex- 
poſe the fallacy of an argument which has been 
—ů — 


What! Ab Much cats 


ter? Will this honourable Houſe ſay it is not 
competent to the taſk of reforming tithes, an 
eccleſiaſtical dues ?—What ! are you, after hav- 


ing reſtored your appellant juriſdiftion—are you, 
who were competent to decide, as you did, on | 


a ſtructure whoſe baſis is exaction, and whole 


ſupport is marchleſs oppreſſion ? a 


Another argument founded upon the danger of 
innovation may be urged ; but it is equally fal- 
lacious.— The fame argument might be uſed 
againſt any improvement.—What is the glorious 
conſtitution you poſſeſs but innovation ? Inno- 
vation upon a monarchy in the hands of. a def- 
potic prince? What is the mild and amiable re- 
ligion you profeſs, the proteſtant religion, but 
an innovation? What is it but Chriſtianity reſ- 
6 
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rupt, and avaricious prieſthood ? When bloody 
Redeemer of mankind were preaching the vir- 
rues of humility and true religion, he deemed it 
innovation, and he committed indiſcriminate 
maſſacre to extirpate the Son of God, whom he 
pronounced an innovator ! The revolution itſelf, 
which introduced ai.., -..caces, and learning, 
was deemed aft innovation !—What was your 
own not-at, your own compenſation- act of laſt 
ſeſſion ? indeed innovations with a 
r 
provement innovation. Salutary alteratives which 
— the — conſtitution are juſtly 


good applied w the fe, as well as applied to 


the human frame. | 


tion ? Hearken, I again call on you, to the com- 


plaints of the people, and do not permit the 


luxury of the clergy to make the altar the ſtep- 
ping ſtool to ufury and abomination. | 


The fouce of your me tells you that 
you ſhould embrace every ſect of religion; how 
| then can you hope to receive fovereign mercy 
if you are deaf to the cries of your fellow 
creatures? 


The 


--- ‚ ‚ » ́ ects... 
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would have anſwered the purpoſe with a thou- 


ſider them objects of your care. Impreſs them 
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The doctrine of the dark conclave of bigotry, 
which, burſting, overwhelmed the nations of the 
earth, may be urged in favour of ſuch criminal 
apathy ; but the pangs of him who ſuffered a 
cruel crucifixion will ruſh from the ſepulchre, to 
1 

future tranquillity. 


Do not eviſcerate the bowels of the wretches 


church cannot exiſt on the ruins of barbarity g 
the pillars of extortion and rapaciouſneſa but 
deface the noble ſtructure, level them with the 
duſt, and reſtore it to its primitive ſplendour. 


You deve famed ie the n of comcien = 
and penal laws, to give tranquillity to the king- 
dom, but you never thought of an engine which 


fand times more efficacy, the engine of redreſs. 
"Tis not yet too late to uſe it. Convince the 
people, I conjure you, for once, that you con- 


with this gratifying ſentiment ; there is not a 
ſpeck on the map of your country which is not 
the object of your earneſt ſolicitude ; and this you 
will do by ſuffering the buſineſs to go into Com- 
mittee. I implore you to it; I implore the coun- 
py gentlemen particularly, by their virtue, their 

| juſtice, 
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| aftice, their honour, by theie feelings, thei 
regard of humanity, their love of their coun- 
try, but above all, by that latent ſpark which 
I knew to be in their compoſition, and which 

I have often feen blaze forth, and leave in 
eclipſed degradation the abaſhed ſervants of the 
Crown. We ſhall then have laid the foundation 
of an inquiry which muſt enforce us a happy | 


The ArronxxY Gentrat —The Rt. Hon. 
Gentleman has given us an uncommon diſplay 


of the moſt ſplendid oratory I have every heard, 
but I hope the deluſion into which the Houſe 
have been thrown, by the eloquence and the 
high colouring which my Right Hon. Friend 
has given the fubject, will ſoon vaniſh, and that 
pomp of words, and flight of imagination, 
with reaſon, calmneſs, and juſtice. In the fouth 
of Ireland that cauſe. of difcontent did exiſt, 
nd one will deny, but I deny that theſe diſcon- 
tents were owing to the clergy. I am ready to 

admit that theſe diſcontents might be owing 
to the improper and tapacious conduct of the 
tithe - proctors, but there are laws already in exiſt- 
| ence to take cognizance of their conduct. I am 
„ 
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that the decifions of eccleſiaſtical courts in reſpet 
to tithes, may not be altogether ſo very proper; 
and to remedy that, if I have the concurrence of 
my Right Honourable Friend, I have no objec- 
tion to bring in a bill, to prevent eccleſiaſtical 
| courts from determining ſuits brought on ac- 
count of tithes. If the peaſantry are oppreſſed 
by the exactions of the farmers and tithe-proc- 
tors, the inheritors of the land ought to give 
themredreſs. I would aſk my Right Honour- 
able Friend, is it his wiſh that the miniſters of 
the eſtabliſhed church in this kingdom ſhould be 
leſt deſtitute of a ſettled ſubſiſtence, and go 
about requeſting alms? Much has been ſaid on 
the unrelenting ſeverity of the clergy in reſpe& 
to their tithes, but I am well informed, and 1 
believe the ſact is ſo, that in ninety-nine in- 
ſtances out of one hundred, the parſon is the 
perſon who is really oppreſſed, and deprived of 
his juſt dues. In regard to the preſent diſcon- 
tents on the ſubject of tithes, I am aſſured that 
they originated in election party, and I muſt alſo 
inform my Right Honourable Friend, that the 
perſons who now look up to him for redreſs, will 
not be ſatisfied with a commutation, for they- 
with not to pay the parſon at all; but admit- 
ting for a moment that a commutation for 
tithes ſhould take place, the abolition of the 
bearth-money will be the next thing they will 
1 look 
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permitted to ſet the clergy 
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would be productive of the worſt = 


quences. 
I carneftly requeſt my Right Hon. 


Friend to gi 
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1 ape of a bill, and if 1 ſhall un 
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= my Cpunen more fully on the ſubject En 
ped to its being prafticable or not. — 
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a is nothing leſt unſaid; however 
5 the part I have aken lf ſon, — 
conſtrued into apoſtacy, and 1 may be 
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'T can fay, with truth, * ; 
friend to the clergy, and wiſh to ſee them no 
longer continue in a ſtate of uncertainty, that 
muſt be very diftrefling to the feelings of - 
men, and not & little diſgraceful to the h 
ws which have been made in the days of dak — 
neſs and ſuperſtition, and have now nothing but 
them. The temple of the Lord is now fupport- 
ed by extortion and oppreffion, the people are 
alienated from the prieſthood, and the face of 
the whole bufineſs bears ſo melancholy an ap- 
pearance, that every gentleman is called upon 
for his exertions. | 


It is ſaid, that in this propoſed inquiry the 
clergy may be aſperſed; that is another reaſon 
why I ſhould vote for an inveſtigation, for in that 
may be found to be exaggerated, and if there are 
any complaints againſt the clergy, I truſt they 
will prove unfounded, and that the conduct of a 

few, if ſuch chere are, ought not to throw a ſtig- 
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3 of Parkament- od forthe mo- 
* 5 inen in the ſouth were 
4 | a ſinte of tumulk and infurteftion, and yon bp- 
poſed them ee in..doing this you 
plaints were then offered to be ſubmitted to you, | 
but you would not hear them till they returned to 
an obedience of the laws, and then, and not till 


then, yeu ſaid you would attend to their com- 
laines; aud now that they are in a ſtate of per- 2 
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: fe&t ſubmiſſion to the laws, you refuſe to hear 
. thera : and will an adminiſtration which endea- 
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vours to gain popularity by detecting of pecula- 
tion, refuſe to liſten to the complaints of a de- 
ſcription of people who ſay they are aggrieved ? 
You promiſed, and you ought to hear them. I 
declare my moſt perfect coincidence in the mo- 
non made by my Right Houourable Friend for 
going into a Committee. 


tube Houfe divided on Mr. Grattan's motion. 
For it, 49 N 
Agunſi it, 121 
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